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As if inevitably the political fallout from the hideous murders and ongoing terror stalemate in France
is as great or greater than anywhere else in Europe, save for France itself. Security measures have
been tightened throughout Italy, but such concerns are in the forefront, beginning with the safety of
Pope Francis and of the faithful who flock into St. Peter’s Square daily in Rome. But repercussions on
an already uneasy political situation appear no less inevitable.

ROME – As if inevitably the political fallout from the hideous murders and ongoing terror stalemate in
France is as great or greater than anywhere else in Europe, save for France itself. Security measures
have been tightened throughout Italy, but such concerns are in the forefront, beginning with the
safety of Pope Francis and of the faithful who flock into St. Peter’s Square daily in Rome. The risk
goes beyond the Vatican, an obvious target, because the Italian Parliament recently voted to supply
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weapons to Kurdish fighters at war with the IS in the territory between Syria and Irak.
 
Even as the Roman press associations, including the Foreign Press Association to which I belong,
held a candle-light vigil Thursday night at Piazza Farnese in sympathy with the French victims,
Interior Minister Angelino Alfano was drawing up a list of urgent security measures which he called
upon Parliament to enact. Among these is imprisonment from three to six years for anyone leaving
Italy to enlist in a jihadist war, and withdrawal of the passport and severe prison sentences for
terrorist suspects. Other measures he requested (but why are they not already enacted?) include the
prohibition of the sale of ingredients for making explosive devices, and the monitoring of on-line
sites that advocate “hared and violence,” with their eventual blackout. Alfano acknowledged that “in
Italy there are present 53 ‘foreign fighters.’”
 
The political repercussions are already beginning to surface. Whereas Pope Francis appealed
Thursday for dialogue with moderate Islam, the feisty young leader of the Northern League, Matteo
Salvini, speaking on Radio Padania, attacked the papal position on grounds that, “This is already a
real war. To try to deal with this with nicey-nicey tolerance is suicide.”
 
Left-leaning Italian columnist Curzio Maltese, writing in Il Venerdi Jan. 9, points out that Salvini has
managed to convert the League from its thirty years of history as a local movement primarily
interested in promoting independence for the Italian North into a nationwide movement that has akin
to and with affinities with Marina Le Pen’s in France. “It’s impressive that Matteo Salvini has
managed to rubbish” the old-style League narrative,” said Maltese. For months Salvini has battled
against uncontrolled immigration, a potent political weapon even before today. One recent poll
showed that 14% of Southern Italians are, at least in theory, ready to vote for him.
 
Fears here are that the French horrors will generate rightist, anti-immigrant votes, a fact that
Premier Matteo Renzi cannot ignore. Even as Renzi is obliged to negotiate with hostile political forces
for the election, presumably in February, of a new president, the very parties with which he must
deal are jumping onto the anti-immigrant train despite the fact that most of the migrants entering
Italy do not remain here, and are themselves refugees from war.
 
From former Premier Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza Italia comes an appeal to “defend our values – kind-
hearted multiculturalism has not brought good results in Europe.” The president of the Italian
Bishops Conference, Angelo Bagnasco, has appealed to the moderate Muslims in Italy “to take their
distance in a clear=cut way from these events.” Otherwise, he warns, there is the risk of a “violent”
reaction.
 
Salvini’s strident stepping onto center-stage has effectively sidelined Beppe Grillo, who, to stake out
a position, found nothing better than to insinuate that behind the French terrorists may be an unseen
puppet master, as per the assassination of John Kennedy, the 1965 Milan bank bombing and the
murder of Osama B in Ladin. “Other truths [may be] kept hidden,” he sentenced.
 
To deal with all this – with the needed security measures, with the political fallout at a time of
political tensions – will require cool, clear thinking on the part of the best political minds in Italy.
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